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A -ERICA;  GBAPEEZdUII  POPULAR  117  3RI1" IgH  -  -ABKETS 

Exports  o:  Verier ican  grapefruit  tc  the  United  Kingdom  during  1926  amounted 
to  the  record  figure  of  157,550  "boxes  as  compared  with  141,300  "boxes  in  1925. 
The  steady  demand  for  American  grapefruit  in  the  British  market  during  the  past 
year  indicates  that  the  American  product  has  firmly  established  itself  in  the 
dietary  habits  of  the  consuming  population.     The  outlook  for  grapefruit  in 
Great  Britcin  durin&  the  coming  year  is  favorable.     It  must  be  remembered,  how- 
ever, that  grapefruit  is  a  luxury  fruit  and  that  unsatisfactory  industrial  cm- 
ditions  "ould  tend  to  restrict  demand  particularly  if  ap-clcs  and  oranges  are 
plentiful . 

Grapefruit  for  the  British  market  is  drawn  principally  from  the  United 
States,  South  Africa  and  British  West  Indies.     In  each  rf  these  cases  the 
trade  has  grown  rapidly  in  the  past  six  years  but  the  increase  in  the  proportion 
sapplied  by  the  United  States  has  been  by  far  the  greatest.     The  British  trade 
statistics  indicate  that  thrce-auarters  of  the  grapefruit  imports  are  no?; 
Strnplis:1  by  the  United  States.     Some  of  these  imports,  however,  consist  of 
fruit  from  the  Isle  of  Pines  sniped  via  ITew  York.     Grapefruit  first  appeared 
as  a  separate  item  in  the  United  Kingdom  Trade  Statistics  in  1920  when  a  total 


74.6 


per  cent  was  credited  to  the  United  States 


While  the  bulk  of  the  American  exports  is  shipped  during  the  six  months 
February- July,  exports  are  maintained  on  a  substantial  level  throughout  the 
year.    South  African  and  .-est  Indian  supplies  in  the  British  market  are,  in  a 
sense,  complementary  to  each  other.     Thus  South  African  grapefruit  is  available 
principally  from  June  to  September  and  West  Indian  supplies"  largely  from 
December  to  April. 

Although  the  consumption  of  rrapefrait  in  Great  Britain  has  gr«wn  very 
rapidly  in  recent  years,  the  Quantities  consumed  per  head  of  the  population  are 
still  very  small,  as  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  during  the  past  five  --ars 
the  per  capita  consumption  of  grapefruit  has  been  only  .2  of  a" pound.- 
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The  f oliov "in./  table  gives  the  British  i:r.ports  of  grapefruit  fror.  1921 
to  191.3,  converted  to  boxes  of  70  pounds  each: 


From                     '  1921 

1922  : 

19  S3 

1924  ! 

1925 

:  Eoxe  s  : 

3o;:e  s 

Boxes  : 

B'xes  : 

Boxes 

United  States  •  17  =>23 

Other  foreign  countries              4  931 

50  6C0 
:  600 

45  106 
4.418 

93 , 690  ■ 
4*018 

■200  ,072 
17^554 

Total  f  ore  x:  n  couitrie«;     •  22  £^4 

•    •  "l  ^on 

•     P 1  V  ilPn 
t     Cj  X  r  f  -■Cu 

Cape  of  G-ood  KoDe  :    2  402 

British  "'est  Indies   :     8  770 

Other  British  countries  254 

:  9,973 
:  243 
:  3,354 

.  12,477 
:  32 
:  17,037 
1,170 

14,534 
f  1,234 
.  15,737 
925 

13,252 
:      3 , 574 
23,171 
754 

Total  British  countries..:  11,464 

.  19,070 

■  30,715 

32,430 

.  50,752 

:  50,560 

i  80,239  " 

:  150,138 

:  263,138 

Soutcc :    Annual  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United  KingdOn 

The  following  tables    rive  the  United  States  exoorts  of  grapefruit  to  the 
United  Kingdom  by  monthe  during  the  three  years  1924  -  26  and  the  monthly  im- 
ports into  the  United  Kingdom  by  ports  of  entry  during  the  twelve  months"  October 
1925  to  September  1925. 

GRAPZFPUIT :    United  States  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom,  1924-1926 

Month 


J anuary  . 
February 
■arch  . . . 
April  . . . 
By  

June  . 

July  

Au  ust  .  . 

September 
October  . 
November 
December 


Total 


1S24 

19oo  ' 

1926 

Boxes 

Boxes 

2  oxe  s 

609 

:  5,650 

:  7,532 

1,560 

:  21,913 

5  13,2^2 

7,721 

:  25,453 

:  16,535 

7,001 

:  24,383 

;  18,134 

3,025 

:  17,123 

:  12,569 

6,505 

5 , 525 

15,169 

3,023 

:  5,502 

:  23,469 

620 

:  4,410 

:  5,106 

733 

5,945 

3,517 

5,669 

5,907 

:  4,314 

6,700 

t  5,420 

14,221 

4,193 

12,05-, 

7,121 

47,720 

1-41,300 

157,580 

^ Compiled  from  Monthly  Summary  of  Foreign  Commerce  and  Navigation  of  the 
United  States  end  official  records  of  the  3ureau  of  Foreign  and  Domestic 
Corr.  ec rce  . 
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GRAPEFRUIT :    Imports  into  the  United  Kingdom  "by  ports,  October-September, 

1925-26 


Month 

London 

!  Liverpool 

:  Southampton 

!  Hull 

:  Glasgow 

:  Total  a/ 

Cases 

Cases 

:         Cases  I 

Cases  i 

Cases  ! 

■ 

Case  s 

("let  ft  Tic  t 

6  j469 

!  3,014 

;       11,451  ! 

\       475  : 

'  2,419  ! 

24 , 501 

November 

4,7<d3  J 

1,331  | 

r         6,062  ! 

190  ! 

\      874  i 

13 ,  dob 

December .  .  , 

3f4O0  ! 

2,938 

3,136  'i 

219  ! 

1,331  | 

,  16,070 

J anuary  . . 

1,717 

2,367 

203 

661  J 

10 , 130 

February  . 

c^oio 

2,203      :         3,522  j 

1,033  ; 

t      517  j 

'  15,795 

i.i?jcn  .... 

lc   C  1  -> 
.    lb , 

4,640 

3,630 

:  1,495 

(  <s,944  ] 

,  3m, 585 

April   

6,963 

2,602 

6,059  ; 

:  643 

!  2,174  { 

[  18,442 

May  

2,136 

1,742 

6,339  | 

134  i 

222 

10,624 

June  ...... 

3,461 

5,675 

'          4 ,  ,>52 

1,354  j 

16,008 

July  

2,360  : 

8,246 

3,368  ! 

955  : 

1,800  I 

16,730 

August  . . . : 

12.82C  ! 

6,825 

3,448  ! 

!           2  ; 

747  i 

2o,854 

September  . 

4,554  j 

4,712 

7,654 

1,261 

18,181 

Total. .  : 

81,843  ! 

45,704  j 

67,636 

5,405  : 

16,814 

213,261 

Source:  Official  data  forwarded  by  Edwin  Smith,  Fruit  Specialist  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  in^Surope. 

a/  Includes  imports  into  ports  other  than  those  mentioned.  The  t#tal  of 
such  imports  for  the  12  months  be  in.  854  cases. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  GRAPE  FRUIT  PRODUCTION 

There  were  52,325  grape  fruit  trees  in  the  Union  of  South  Africa    in  1925 
states  a  report  received  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  from  Mr.  P.  J.  Steven- 
son, American  Trade  Commissioner  at  Johannesburg,  quoting'  the  last  census.  Oi 
these,  34,145  were  from  one  to  three  years  old,  3,551  from  four  to  six  years  old, 
and  9,625  seven  years  old  and  over.    By  Provinces  the  distribution  is  as  follows: 
Transvaal,  27,255;  Cape,  23,302;  and  Natal,  1,164.     Since  1922  the  planting  of 
trees  has  progressed  faster  in  the  Transvaal  than  in  !Tatal,  by  jver  20  per  cent. 
Planting  is  still  proceeding  and  at  an  increasing  rate.     Consequently,  it  is 
estimated  that  there  will  be  fully  100,000  trees  in  the  Union  by  1930.  Marsh 
Seedless  and  Triumph  are  the  two  principal  varieties  grown,  but  other- varieties, 
such  as  MacCarthy,  Pernambuco,  Ellen,  Cecily,  Foster  and  Walters  are  also 
cultivated. 

The  cron  is  marketed  both  in  the  Union  and  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The 
eroort  season  estends  from  May  to  October  and  the  trade  is  growing.    In  1524 
the  exports  were  17,051  cases,  which  we»  increased  to  22,231  cases  in  1525  and 
to  24,435  cases  in  1526,  all  of  which  were  sent  to  the  British  market.     As  with 
.many  other  agricultural  products,  the  South  African  Railways  carry  grape  fruit 
for  export  at  rates  considerably  below  the  rate  ap-licable  to  purely  domestic 
shipments.    For  example,  for  five  hundred  miles  the  export  rate  is  $3.25  -per 
short  ton,  while  the  domestic  rate  for  the  same  distance  is  $8.50.    For  a" 
thousand  mile  haul,  the  rates  are:    Exnort,  $4.25  per  short  ton.  and  domestic 
$11.70. 


0 


